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on the other hand, without your using any but moral
pressure you find that they respond, then we cannot help
it. If you get assistance from the Princes, from the zamindars,
from anybody high or low, you can have it; but let our
voice also be heard. If you do so, it will be eminently
honourable, it will certainly be' a feather in your cap.
It will be honourable of you, although you are engaged
in a life and death struggle, that you have given us this
liberty. It will be honourable of you that you take this
great step although you have limitless powers to choke
our voice, and give us the fullest possible freedom, con-
sistently with the observance of non-violence, to tell the
people of India not to join the war,"
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While some have regarded the Congressfdemand as
too difficult to be accepted, some have regarded it as too
trifling. A talk that Gandhiji had with an ashram youngster
may be summarized for the benefit of both. "If/5 asked
the youngster, "the Congress demand is complete, it means
that we do not need Swaraj, and that we shall be content
with the liberty of speech and the Press."

"Our objective is complete independence, as you
know. But do you know the means to attain it?"

"Carrying out the constructive programme."

"That is one of the principal branches of the tree.
But what is the root?"

"Truth and non-violence."

"Well, then, we want the right to preach truth and
non-violence."

"But will newspaper articles and speeches be enough
for the propagation of truth and non-violence?"

"No, we have to do much more. But the right to
preach truth and non-violence is threatened. The law seems
to say that we may not tell people that they have every
right not to co-operate in the war effort, and that it is
their duty as non-violent people not to co-operate thus."
. "But you have yourself said that we can get Swaraj
if we fulfil the constructive programme. Why then this
trivial issue?"